
 
 

 
 
 

 

Keeping children safe in school zones 
Important information for carers and parents   

 

\ 

At AlburyCity Council we want to try to ensure that no child is injured by any vehicle whilst travelling to 

or from School; to keep things safe we need your help. Know the road conditions around your school 

and teach your children to be safe around traffic.  
 

Schools are areas where there is a lot of interaction between vehicles and your children. Children are 

small, hard to see, behave unpredictably, and therefore are extremely vulnerable. Their lack of road 

experience means it is difficult for them to identify dangerous situations. A Macquarie University study 

has returned some alarming statistics, showing that 70 percent of drivers entering school zones are 

exceeding the 40 km/h speed limit. Five children aged under 17 have been seriously injured in 

operating school zones in NSW since June 2017 and there have been a total of 26 children injured in 

school zones since 2013. It’s crucial that this rising trend doesn’t repeat itself. 

 

You need to take extra care when driving and parking in and around school zones, even when you 

think there are no children around. 
 

Seven ways to reduce your child's vulnerability (Road Safety NSW) 

1. Set a good example. Parents/care givers are the best road safety teachers. 

2. Make sure your children are fastened up in the correct child car seat for their age, size and that it 

is fitted correctly. 

3. Watch for flashing lights on buses as they let you know that there may be children crossing or 

about to cross the road. A 40km/h limit applies when school bus lights flash.  

4. Drop your children off and pick them up on the school side of the road. Designated school 

drop-off and pick-up areas are ideal. Never call out to them from across the road – they may run to 

you without checking for traffic.  

5. Teach your children to be aware of their environment; for example, wearing headphones or 

getting distracted by playing with friends on the way to or from school can make them more vulnerable 

to accidents. 

6. Make sure your own driving and parking is not endangering your own or others' children. 

Obey all parking signs and speed limits, and always be on the lookout for the unexpected. 

Many traffic safety issues around schools arise from the driving and parking behaviour of 

parents. 

7. Always give way to pedestrians particularly when entering and exiting driveways.  

 

Picking up your children after school - Have a plan 

Plan with your child how you will collect them. When and where you will be after school? Where 

should your child wait? Make sure they know not to try and get into your vehicle while it is still in 

traffic, even if you are stationary, they should wait until you have parked. Your school may have some 

arrangements in place to help you collect your children. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

No apologies, No excuses 

When it comes to child safety, AlburyCity Council makes no apologies for fining drivers who break the 

law around schools and school zones. If you are caught endangering a child by parking illegally in a 

school zone you will be fined. Illegal parking in school zones can impact the safety of children. 

Parking offences in school zones carry heavier fines as well as a loss of demerit points. 

 

You can find out more about the Australian Road Rules and other road safety information on the 

Road Safety NSW Website: https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au  

 

If you have a problem with illegal parking at your school or if you think there is a need for changes to 

the traffic conditions around your school, phone or write to Albury City Council with the details. 

 

Phone - (02) 6023 8111 - Postal – PO Box 323 NSW 2640 – Email - info@alburycity.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


